Sociology Chapter 3

Cultural Conformity and Adaptation

3.1 The American Value System


Personal Achievement-what do you want to achieve in life?


Individualism-success =hard work.  But you are responsible for 

your faults


Work-most Americans value work, regardless of the rewards

Morality and Humanitarianism-we are founded on religious faith and justice, equality and charity towards each other


Efficiency and Practicality-every problem has a solution


Progress and Material Comfort-look to the future with optimism 


Equality and Democracy-equal opportunity and equal chance 

at success


Freedom-personal freedom-choices of religion, etc.
Others that are evolving:


Nationalism


Patriotism


Science 


Rationality

Racial and group superiority
Self-fulfillment-commitment to the development of one’s personality, talents and potential

Narcissism- extreme self-centeredness 

Advertising and Core American Values –page 49


Read and do the graph on page 49 by observing 3 commercials on television or in a magazine.

3.2 Social Control
Sanctions-rewards or punishments for an action/used to enforce a norm

Positive sanctions:  rewards positive behavior 

Negative sanctions-punishment for negative behavior

Formal sanction-rewards or punishment given by an organization


School


Church


Work


Law

Informal sanction-spontaneous response or expression in reaction to positive or negative action

Examples of  

Formal



Informal

Positive

Bonus at work


Pat on the back






Negative

Ticket/Court appearance

Dirty Look

Social Control-enforcing norms through internal or external means

3.3 Social Change
Values and Beliefs


Ideology


Social Movement

Technology

Population

Diffusion


Reformulation

Physical Environment

Wars and Conquests

Ethnocentrism-the belief that one’s culture is superior to another’s
